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2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar   
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works  
Resolution #1 

 
     Resolution Urging the Members of the New York State Congressional 

Delegation to Secure Adequate Federal Highway Funding for Locally-
Owned Roads, Bridges and Culverts in a Multi-Year Spending Plan 

 
 
WHEREAS, this year, the nation’s transportation system faced two looming crises: the 
expiration of the current surface transportation authorization law, Moving Ahead for 
Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21); and the dwindling solvency of the Highway 
Trust Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, in response, the U.S. Senate approved its version of a longer-term 
spending plan, Developing a Reliable and Innovative Vision for the Economy Act 
(DRIVE), a six-year authorization of highway, transit and safety programs that provides 
three years of guaranteed funding for the Highway Trust Fund, with the US House 
expected to draft its own version; and 
 
WHEREAS, this is the type of multi-year spending plan necessary to support local 
infrastructure, but it does not address the underlying fiscal condition of the Highway 
Trust Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Highway Trust Fund is replenished with revenues from the federal 
gasoline tax, which is at a flat rate of 18.4 cents, not indexed with inflation. The revenues 
from this tax have not been able to provide adequate funding, and with lawmakers 
unwilling to raise the gasoline tax, the Highway Trust Fund has relied on inconsistent 
cash injections from the General Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, the failure of current federal transportation funding programs to direct 
necessary investment to the needs of locally-owned highways and bridges, and 
inadequate revenues from the gasoline tax is leading to shortfalls in the federal Highway 
Trust Fund, which is putting tremendous pressure on the State and local governments 
to adequately address their transportation needs. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the next Federal transportation plan 
be a multi-year program that will adequately provide the necessary investment in 
locally-owned highway, bridges and culverts to improve the safety and functionality of 
the local transportation system that is vitally important to the state’s economy and the 
millions of citizens who rely on local roads every day to get them to and from work, 
home and school; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this plan should increase support to county road and 
bridge projects by maintaining the set-aside for off-system bridges and continuing 
states’ ability to reduce the set-aside requirement if there are insufficient off-system 
bridge needs, and by providing more funding for locally-owned on-system roads and 
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bridges by increasing the overall funding level for the Surface Transportation Program 
(STP) to enhance flexibility for the use of funds and/or allow the use of National 
Highway Performance Program (NHPP) funding for Federal-aid eligible roads and 
bridges, and continuing the STP sub-allocation to local governments but increase the 
share to greater than 50 percent; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that as Congress deliberates a longer term 
transportation plan they preserve critical components found in the MAP-21 
authorization that provides flexible funding that may be used by states and localities for 
projects to preserve or improve conditions on any Federal-aid highway and bridge 
projects on any public road; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the next multi-year plan build on reforms from MAP-
21 that strive to expedite project delivery by maintaining the categorical exclusion for 
projects receiving limited federal assistance ($5 million or less), and simplifying the 
process for pursuing categorical exclusions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congress ensure the long-term solvency of the 
Highway Trust Fund by considering revenue sources that will better capture all users of 
the nation’s highways and account for all vehicles, or increasing the gasoline tax. 
Congress should also consider reducing allowable administrative costs in order to direct 
more funding toward highway improvement funding; and 
 
BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the next multi-year plan include a minimum 
threshold for funding to local governments, in order to guarantee funding reaches local 
levels of government; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
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2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar   
Standing Committee on Transportation and Public Works  
Resolution #2 

 
Resolution Calling on the State of New York to Provide Adequate Funding to 

Counties to Allow Them to Properly Maintain Their Infrastructure 
 
WHEREAS, the state has yet to develop a new 5-year Transportation Capital Plan 
designed to assess current conditions and determine investments needed to provide for 
the future needs of a modern, safe, reliable and efficient multimodal transportation 
system; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement Program 
(CHIPS) funding level for 2015-16 SFY Budget is $438 million,  Marchiselli (the state 
matching funds available for federally-aided local road and bridge projects) has 
remained flat for over a decade at $39.1 million, which is inadequate and leads to 
project delays and threatens reimbursements for design cost, and there is no dedicated 
funding for badly needed state aid to local bridge and culvert programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, New York State has allocated only $50 million in this budget to 
supplement CHIPS through an Extreme Winter Recovery Appropriation distributed by 
formula to over 1000 municipalities throughout the state despite having more than $6 
billion from bank settlement revenues; and 
 
WHEREAS, this budget also includes a 5-year, $750 million State and Local Bridge 
Program of which the first year $150 million appropriation reportedly has funded only 
state-owned bridge projects, and an additional $300 million in DOT capital over the 
next 2 years to fund state and local bridge and pavement projects a list of which has yet 
to be released as part of a memorandum of understanding; and 
 
WHEREAS, New York has no dedicated funding source for a permanent state capital 
program for airports, and must rely on annual appropriations in the state budget for 
funding critical airport projects—a total of $10 million each of the last three years 
through the Airport Improvement and Revitalization (AIR’99) Program and for the state 
match of federal Airport Improvement Program (AIP) grants—inadequate to meet the 
capital needs of airports considering that there are some 90 eligible public-use airports 
across the state that compete for these funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, locally owned roads and bridges account for 87 percent of the State’s 
110,000 miles of roadways and 50 percent of the State’s 18,000 bridges. These locally 
owned and aging roads and bridges are deteriorating at a rapid rate as counties struggle 
to find adequate funding for their maintenance and replacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, a safe and efficient infrastructure is necessary for trade, economic 
development and revitalization, job creation and retention, schools, agriculture, 
businesses, health and hospital facilities and emergency responders, as well as the 
general traveling public; and 
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WHEREAS, the I-86 interstate project has yet to be completed since its inception in 
the 1980s, nor has the ‘Roof-top Highway’ made any serious advances; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon the State of New York to work with local governments in 
order to design a fully-funded 5 Year Capital Plan that will provide the necessary and 
proper funding to New York’s counties to give them the ability to adequately maintain 
their infrastructure; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a significant portion of the substantial unallocated 
bank settlements received by the State be used to fund locally owned and maintained 
infrastructure; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that significant allocations be made to fund critical 
local bridge and pavement programs from the $750 million State and Local Bridge 
Program and the additional $300 million in Department of Transportation (DOT) 
capital; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
 

 


